


2Insect pests of trees and crops

small earthen cells. The adults emerge during 
spring and live for up to a month, feeding on 
a wide range of host plant leaves and fruits, 
including those of apple trees (Lysaght 1930; 
Miller 1971; Rogers et al. 2006). Bronze beetle 
was a major orchard pest during the early 20th 
century (Miller 1926), but became rare after 
the introduction of organo-chlorine and other 
broad spectrum insecticides in fruit production 
(Clearwater & Richards 1984). 

Bronze beetle damage has been shown to 
vary greatly between and within organic apple 
orchards in Hawke’s B0(w)ithismp Bhei Barinaion Bas Bnot










